FOLLOWING 'I§ TEXT UPY:DISPATCH. OF FEBRUARY 251 1GUOTE’

'°WASHINGTON-=SEN3 STUART SYMINGTDNJ ‘D MOU ASKED THEI- STATE
DEPARTMENT 'TODAY TO DIRECT' THE: US: AMBASSADDR IN LADS "TO: RETURN
TO WASHINGTON IMMEDIATELY To TESTIF’Y ‘ON THE DETENTION OF: TWO:
AMERICAN NEWSMENS -

"SYMINGTON JDINED SENATE DEMOCRATIC L.EADER MIKE MANSFIFLD;

MONTes» IN "SHARPLY' CRITICIZING AMBASSADOR G MCMURTRIE ‘GODLEY " FOR:

REPORTEDLY' SAYING ¥THE AMERICAN MISSION HA% LOST" ANY™ INTEREST .
IN HELPING OUT THE PRESS WHATSOEVER' AS RESUL’T oF" THE INCIDENTov

"THE AMERICAN NEWSMEN AND!. A FRENCH' REPORTER WERE DETAINED ,
OVERNIGHT AT A BASE NORTH OF . VIENTIANE AF'TER THEY TRIEDI TO 'REACH!
AN °0FF’~LIMITS' OUTPOSTo

"SYMINGTONw IN: A LETTER "TO, SECRETARY QF S'TATE’ ROGERS; REQUES’TED'
THAT GODLEY °BE DIRECTED T RETURN AS SOON AS POSSIBLE" 'TO:
APPEAR . BEF'ORE QYNINGTON‘S FORETGN’ RELATIONS SUBGOMMITTEE ON:
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(| T} “THE MISSOURI SENATOR) WHO' HAS BEEN BATTLING: THE: STATE DEPARTMENT'
ti.11 FOR MONTHS ABOUT ITS CENSORSHIP' OFLHIS:HEARINGS ON: LAOS, SAID
AV/1 17T WAS LEVIDENT YTHAT EVEN THE'TRICKLE OF: INFORMATION: FROM LAQS
174\ BY AMERTCAN NEWSMEN S NOW:TO' BE [MPEDED: BY THE ‘UNITED STATES

[ GOVERNMNENTs " END':QUOTE

~/1 WE' SHALL!'SEND TEXT AS:'SOON_AS AVAILABLE. 'WE: UNDERSTAND FROM
'i | UNCONFIRMED" INFORMATION "THAT 'YOUR APPEARANCE» IF; YOU: RETURN,
. ' WOULD BE MORE RELATED:'TO LAGS POLICY AND OPERATIONS THAN TO

a| SIDE ISSUE OF NEWSMEN- |

>} ROGERS '
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